





Nevertheless, Aluwihare studied fine art and interior

design at the Chelsea School of Art-in London and

architec! at the Morth London Polytechnic School of
Architecture, now the University of North London, and
he graduated in 1985. Ha thien worked in London with

wvarious architectural practices for more than a decade

uded a

on a number of high profile projects that in

private residence for David Bowie, another for Lord

Rothschild in Berkeley Square and yet another
Paul Getty in New York. He is now the Design Director
of RA Designs specialising in restoration and interior

design. He met his wife whose mother's family hails from

County Waterford in Ireland, in London and they moved
to Colombo in 1999, The site, a 1.4 hectare rubber

pl
northeast of the capital was purchased In 2005 and the

ntation at Mawanella near Kegalle some 100 km

Guava House was completed atop a hill in 2008.
The house is approached on foot via a steep cimb
from the west to an entrance verandah. Locking back

one can see Bible Rock in the distance. The entrance

es

lobby is on a central axis, flanked by two badn
and one passes beneath a mezzanine floor 10 emerge

in a soaring double-height living and dining area with

timber folding doors that open to a broad timber pool

deck and an infir

Atimber pergola shades the deck. A vehicle track is

below the line of sight to the east of the pool and gives

lions — Mangosteen and

8ss 1o twi

, like the house itself, after fruils

Rambutan — n.

ate. They are located on the low

that gr
slopes with views of paddy fieids.
scted with a steel frame, white

The house is const

r-faced brick internal walls, teak beams and

painted

stairs, and mango hardwood timber cladd

roof of fuk, a reed obtained from Anarada

through a process of transpiration keeps the house

a0l at the level of the tree canopy.

Previous page: The living room and
kitchen extend out 10 a timber-gecked
verandzh with views 1o the or
paddy felds. clad
with ituk, a grass from Anaradapura,
Opposite: The infinity pool running
atiacent the hous nged by trees.
Right: A view from the mezzanine
level. The soaring ving and braakfast

he pitched roof

area is naturally ventilated.

N




o0l Floors are timber thr out and there is a plank

deciduous hickory wood above the door. lronwood

is also used in the construction. Air-conditionir

unnecessary and the house is naturally ventilated
with air movement assisted by ceiling fans. In the

marning the sun rises over the infinity pool and mist

hangs in the lower branches of the trees. The glazed
upper gable of the house allows sunlight to filter

to the interior

uwihare is also an accomplished artist who

1as exhibited at the Barstoot Gallery in Colombeo and

several of his beautiful watercalours hang in the house.

The archite wife, who acted as client, coordinated
the soft furnishings in the house and two pavilions

Explair weir affection for the house and its location

she describes it as a *21st-century Hucklsberry Finn

house®. She continues, “We love it when we are he

when it is windy and raining; I

g in a house like this

in an April thur S great fun,

e frangui ng of the house provides an

ideal ambiance for meditation and the housa and two

pavilions are in demand as a venue for residential

yoga classes of up to eight paopls. Kundalini Yoga

inspired

her training workshops and Scarawv

teac

ctreats attract participants from far afield to

&s In yoga, holistic food and light

inajungle s

Tha Guava H: & was built in collaboration with the

architect’s cousin Rohan Aluwihare, alse an architect

and in January 2014 they were both shortlisted for a

affrey B Award, The architects have also camed

ati

out 1

on and interior design of a number of

Fort that are

ses within the w

popular vacation destinations

Opposite: The lving area is shaded

froem % Sun by 2 timber

pergola over the verandah. Air
maveme ing fans.
Top right: The house <its atop a il

ance i reached by a steep

fight of stairs.
Contre right: Timber folding doors
o between

interior and exterior,
Right: A iew along the verandah

from the outdoar

ing area
beneath the pergola
Qverleat: The house viewed from the

lawer vehicle access track,
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